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IIT-M student commits suicide 

By Express Research Team  

Published: 18th November 2013 11:26 AM  

Last Updated: 18th November 2013 11:26 AM  

A first-year IIT- Madras student, who had joined the course hardly three months ago, allegedly committed 

suicide, in his hostel room on November 2. Nineteen-year-old Akshay Kumar, a native of Baran district in 

Rajasthan, was found hanging by one of his roommates around 10.30 pm in the Bamba Hostel wing. Kumar 

was a BTech chemical engineering student. The Kotturpuram police wing of Chennai are unable to ascertain the 

reason for the suicide as no note was left. 
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JEE (Main) 2014 application form fees too high: Super 30 founder 

Super 30 founder Anand Kumar has stated that the application charge for JEE 2014  forms is too high for many. 

The Patna-based Super 30 founder said that the Rs 1000 fee for the offline application and Rs 600 for the online 

application are in favour of richer students. 

The application fees, according to Kumar, would favour urban students. 

Most students living in rural regions do not have access to the internet and would be forced to pay Rs 1000 for 

the offline application. 

Kumar said that admission to the IITs should be based on talent and not on the current system. 

Top 20 percentile system not fair 

The Super 30 founder also spoke against the top 20 percentile system. In the current system, only 1.5 lakh 

students who are in the top 20 percentile of their board and qualify in JEE (Main) can sit for JEE (Advanced) to 

gain admission to IITs. 

Kumar stated that this system is not fair as students who are bright enough to be in IIT may not be in the top 20 

percentile of their boards. He added that there should be more than two chances to get into the IITs. 

The rule for the top 20 percentile had generated a lot of controversy when first introduced because of the 

varying levels of difficulty across boards. 

http://www.indiancolleges.com/entrance-exam-news/JEE-Main-2014-application-form-fees-too-high-Super-30-

founder/5632 

Kindle interest in science, says IISc director 

Bangalore, Nov 18, 2013, DHNS: 

 

Indian Institute of Science (IISc) Director Prof P Balaram, on Monday, advocated the need to kindle 

interest in science, stressing the need for less science for a better learning process as everyone cannot be 

expected to be equally interested in the subject. 
 

Observing that a lot of students today lack the ability to learn, Prof Balaram noted that students at high school 

level are burdened with heavy books with wide range of topics beyond their comprehension.  

 

Addressing school teachers at a seminar on ‘Science Education: Encouraging a scientific bent of mind and 

critical thinking in students,’ Balaram said: “As students, they should know how to learn with their actions. As 

http://www.indiancolleges.com/entrance-exam-news/JEE-Main-2014-application-form-fees-too-high-Super-30-founder/5632
http://www.indiancolleges.com/entrance-exam-news/JEE-Main-2014-application-form-fees-too-high-Super-30-founder/5632
nabihasan
Line

nabihasan
Line



Page 10 of 13 

 

far as the topics are concerned, there is so much syllabus that they have to keep up with. Some of the topics 

covered are the ones at times I come across at PhD level.”  

“Today, there is so much these kids have to know. It does not work that way. Both the students and teachers 

have to be in touch with reality,” Balaram said, adding the right kind of training would bring about great scope 

in the field of education.  

 

Calling for progressive educational system, IISC Faculty of Science Dean Prof M R N Murthy said the 

condition of universities in the country is pathetic.  

 

“By the time he/she reaches college, the spirit is systematically killed at university level,” said Murthy. “If a 

child wants to learn science, there are not enough books available,” he added.   

Michigan State University, NITK ink pact on summer 

internships, faculty exchange 

MANGALORE: National Institute of Technology - Karnataka (NITK), Surathkal in its endeavour to give 

students best professional exposure that will keep them abreast of latest technological developments has signed 

memoranda of understanding with leading acclaimed academic institutions and leading industries in India. One 

such MoU with Michigan State University will give NITK students and faculty the opportunity to do summer 

internships there. 

Sushil Chandra Tripathi, chairman, board of governors - NITK, Surathkal who announced this MoU at the 11th 

annual convocation of the Institute here on Saturday said Michigan State University is ranked 94th in the world 

university rankings given by Times Higher Education. This MoU besides taking care of the summer internships 

will also held the faculty to interact with their counterparts and spur them to undertake joint research projects, 

he said. 

Swapan Bhattacharya, director, NITK later told reporters that the student internship can last anywhere from 

three to six months. "Students of NITK can get practical laboratory oriented training during their internship and 

also the opportunity to pursue projects in various disciplines and this will also facilitate faculty exchange at a 

bilateral level," Swapan said. "In fact, staff from MSU visited NITK as part of the MoU recently," he added. 

Satish Udpa, executive vice-president for administrative services, Michigan State University, who was the chief 

guest at the convocation said his university is planning joint workshop on organic light emitting diodes in next 

month. "A joint research project too is mooted wherein oil cakes and oil seed covers will be converted in 

biofuel (ethanol) and faculty from the university and the Institute will work out the modalities about it shortly," 

Udpa said. 

 

 

 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Michigan-State-University
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